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St Sergius of Radonezh
On 8 October (n.s) the Church commemorates the great Russian wonderworker, Saint Sergius of Radonezh.
Here is a brief overview of his life together with a variety of illustrations

I

n 1314 the righteous noble couple, Cyril and Maria, who lived near Rostov the Great, gave
birth to a son, Bartholomew. At the age of seven Bartholomew was sent to school together
with his brothers Stephen and Peter. In spite of his diligence, learning came poorly to
Bartholomew, and he tearfully prayed for the gift of “understanding book learning.”
One day Bartholomew saw a monk standing under an oak tree and praying. After finishing with
his prayers, the elder gently asked the youth: “What do you want, child?” Bartholomew replied:
“Pray to God for me and ask Him to open up my mind to book learning.” The elder prayed, then
gave the youth a piece of prosphora and said: “Take this, child, and eat. It is given to you as a sign
of God’s grace and for the sake of understanding the Holy Scriptures.” The monk then visited
Bartholomew’s house, blessed his parents and commanded Bartholomew to read the Psalter. The
boy began to fluently read the psalms.
In 1328 Cyril and Maria moved to Radonezh. Bartholomew’s brothers chose married life, while he
had the sole desire to leave the world and dedicate himself to God. Shortly before their death, the
saint’s parents became monastics. Having become widowed, Stephen also entered the holy orders.

After burying their parents, Bartholomew and
Stephen went into a deep forest several miles away
from Radonezh, where they built a monastic cell
and a small church in honor of the Holy Trinity.
Soon afterwards, unable to endure the difficulties
of solitary dwelling, Stephen departed for Moscow
and entered another monastery.
On October 7, 1337 Bartholomew was ordained a
monk with the name of Sergius. News of the new
monk Sergius spread all over the environs and
soon 12 brothers gathered around him. Several
cells were built around the church which was
surrounded by a high fence to protect them against
wild animals. This was the beginning of the future
Holy Trinity-Sergius Lavra (1337). For a long time
there was no abbot, nor priest. Due to his great
humility, St. Sergius declined to be ordained a
priest. He joined the others in building cells, baked
bread, cooked the food, sewed clothes and shoes for the brothers, carried water. In 1354, after
persistent pleas from the other monks, he became a priest and was given the rank of abbot. He
served the Divine Liturgy every day.
The number of brothers increased. Many laymen began settling around the monastery, attracted
by rumors of the abbot’s gift of miracle-working. By his prayers a spring of water welled up at the
walls of the monastery, a dead youth was resurrected, a nobleman possessed by demons was
made well. The Lord also glorified His righteous servant with the gift of clairvoyance.
Once St. Stephen, hierarch of Perm and a close friend of St. Sergius, traveled to Moscow. Passing
close by to the monastery, he stopped, said a prayer and bowed down towards the monastery
with the following words: “Peace be with you,
spiritual brother.” At that time St. Sergius was eating
with the brothers. Seeing his friend with his spiritual
eyes, he, too, said a prayer, bowed in the direction of
St. Stephen and replied: “May you also rejoice,
shepherd of Christ’s flock, and may the peace of God
be with you!” The brothers were quite amazed, but
afterwards the saint explained to them the meaning
of his words and named the place where St. Stephen
had stopped.
One night, while standing in prayer, the saint heard a
voice calling him and saw a wondrous light shining
from heaven and a multitude of beautiful birds. The
mysterious voice said: “The Lord has accepted your
prayer for your spiritual children. Thus will the
number of your disciples multiply and will not
become scarce even after you pass away; they will be
adorned with great virtues if they follow in your

steps.” This happened even during the saint’s lifetime. His disciples established numerous
monasteries all over Russia.
St. Sergius’ monastery was a haven for wanderers, the poor and the sick, who received lodgings
and food there. In the words of the first writer of the life of St. Sergius, “the hand of Sergius was
stretched out to the needy like a great river.” His disciples saw an Angel concelebrating the liturgy
with their abbot, they saw fire surrounding the altar and St. Sergius, and fire entering the Holy
Chalice as the saint took Communion.
One night St. Sergius, together with his cell attendant, St. Micah, was honored by a visit from the

Holy Mother of God, accompanied by the apostles Peter and John. The Holy Virgin said: “Fear
not, My chosen one, I have come to visit you. Your prayer on behalf of your disciples has been
heard; do not grieve also for your monastery: from now on it will have abundance in everything,
not only during your lifetime, but even after your departure to the Heavenly Realm. I will never
abandon this place and will always protect it.”
Six months before his death St. Sergius was granted a revelation of it. He gathered his monks
around him, handed the administration of the monastery over to his disciple, St. Nikon, and gave
himself over to solitude. Before his departure from this world, he once again gathered his monks
and instructed them to remain in faith and unity, to preserve spiritual and physical purity, to
have great love among themselves, to refrain from evil desires and passions, to keep moderation
in food and drink, to espouse hospitality, to be humble and shun earthly glory and vanity. The
saint then partook of the Holy Mysteries and quietly said: “Into Thine hands I give up my spirit,
O Lord.” Immediately an indescribable fragrance issued from his body, while his face shone with
heavenly rapture. This took place on September 25, 1392.
On July 5, 1422 the fragrant relics of the saint were uncovered and found to be incorruptible. They
were placed in a new casket and set in the wooden church, from whence they were transferred to

the Trinity Cathedral which was later built by St. Nikon, where they remain up to this day, giving
comfort and healing to all who venerate them.

Taken from http://www.holy-transfiguration.org/


MEMORY ETERNAL!!!
Bishop Nikolai (Karpov)
2012 marks the 80th anniversary of the repose of the
soul of the ever-memorable Vladyka Nikolai
(Karpov), Bishop of London. During his short
episcopacy, Vladyka had a seminal role in galvinising
the fractured Russian Orthodox community in
London, restoring unity through his godly example.
In the forthcoming issue of Orthodox News we will
reprint a full obituary of Bishop Nikolai translated by
Baronness Vera Wrangel.
On Wednesday 10 October at 7.30pm we will serve a
pannikhida for the repose of the soul of Vladyka
Nikolai remembering the words spoken at his funeral
by Metropolitan Antony (Khrapovitski) First
Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad:
“In the name of the deceased I thank you Russian and
Serbian clergy who have accompanied Bishop Nikolai on his journey beyond the grave. I thank you also,
laymen, for your ardent prayers. In the course of my life I have noticed that the Lord grants a quiet and
peaceful death and an edifying funeral to those who remembered the dead in their prayers. Death comes to all
of us, and sooner or later we all must go. People have gathered at this funeral, not out of a sense of duty, but
out of sincere affection, and this gives it spiritual beauty.”


NOTES AND JOTTINGS

INAUGURATION OF THE COLLEGE O.L.M.
On Saturday 1 September the College of Our Lady of Mettingham was formally inaugurated
starting with a pannikhida in memory of the soul of the Foundress of the College, Mary Bond, of
pious memory. In the afternoon the Ikon of Our Lady of Mettingham was blessed in the church,
before being carried in a great procession through the grounds. At the grave of the Foundress, the
procession paused to sing the Litia for the departed, and then continued around the College whilst
all the walls were liberally sprinkled with holy water as the troparion of the Ikon was sung again
and again. After the College had been blessed, the Ikon was installed on a specially made analoy
after which the faithful were given an opportunity to venerate it. Finally, afternoon tea was served
in the dining room which gave a good opportunity to catch up with the many friends who had
made a special effort to be with us. The clergy of the College were delighted to be joined by
several concelebrating clergy including Fr Philip Steer of the Shrine Chapel of Walsingham
(Moscow Patriarchate), Fr Stephen Weston of St Fursey’s Community in Sutton (Antiochian
Patriarchate), as well as Subdeacon Constantine Bell of Parish of the Mother of God in Norwich
(Greek Archdiocese). A big and heartfelt thank you to all those who helped clean and prepare the
house and church, those who made kolliva and brought food. It was a joyful and memorable day
and it is wonderful to see Our Lady’s image returned once again to Mettingham.
IKON CARDS AND NOTELETS
Although we published the ikon of Our Lady of Mettingham as an ikon card, the same subject is
being printed as a folded Christmas card. In addition to this we are reprinting two popular
Christmas cards First Snow and December morning. Both of these are the work of Grace Meeking.
The second print-run will be a series of notelets. These will be folded cards and will be supplied
with envelopes. There are five subjects. The illustrations are watercolour paintings, by our friend
John Constable Reeve, of rural scenes. They will be supplied in packs of five (one card of each
design) and will retail at £1.50 per pack. They will be on sale both in the bookshop (22 Upper
Olland Street, Bungay) and through SGOIS. The profits will go to Mettingham Orthodox Trust. If
you think this is worthwhile, please buy some.
CAR PARK
The car park was in use for the first time at the college inauguration. Work in this area of the
grounds is now substantially complete although the new brick gateposts are not finished at time
of writing. The ornamental caps for the tops of the gateposts arrived damaged and we are waiting
for a replacement delivery.

GIFTS
We extend our thanks to all our donors who have helped us by numerous gifts including books
and records for the shop. Also the church has been given several ikons, (subjects we did not
previously have in the church), that were brought back from Russia for us. These include Sts Boris
and Gleb, St Nina the Enlightener of Georgia, St Oleg of Briansk and the New Martyrs Sts
Elizabeth and Barbara.
The two wall mounted lamps that were kindly donated are in use on either side of the Ikon of Our
Lady of Mettingham. The original glasses arrived broken but the brackets were fine and we were
able to find replacement glasses. To the donors of these and all other gifts, we express our heartfelt
thanks.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please make a note of the following important upcoming services –
 Wednesday 10 October – 7.30pm ~ Pannikhida for Vladyka Nikolai
 Tuesday 6 November – 10.30am ~ Patronal Feast of the Ikon Joy of All Who Sorrow
 Thursday 15 November – 10.30am ~ Founder’s Day: Divine Liturgy for the Departed

NAMEDAYS
To all who are celebrating a nameday at this time we send congratulations and Many Years!
3 October - St Oleg, prince of Briansk and monk - Oleg Myslov
5 October – St Peter of Constantinople – Fr Peter Baulk
8 October – St Sergei, Abbot of Radonezh – Sergey Kouzmin
9 October – St John, Apostle and Evangelist – Fr John Palmer, John Harwood
16 October – St Dionysios the Areopagite – Didier (Dionysii) Dembri
17 October – St Gury, Archbishop of Kazan – Gary Meyer
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